Mr. Sunshine
Honor’s English – 9th grade

Course Syllabus

OVERVIEW: 

This course is designed to strengthen student writing through a variety of methods.  Using literature as examples and guidance, students will learn to view this material from a writer’s perspective.  The goal is to not only prepare the student for the rest of their high school careers, but also establish a foundation for their journey into AP Literature senior year and into college after that. 
MATERIALS:

· Pens/pencils

· Paper:
· Notebook – For notes that stay with you.

· Loose leaf/2nd notebook – Assignments that can be easily turned in.
BOOKS:

· McDougal Littell The Language of Literature (orange text book) – Mainly used 2nd and 3rd quarters
· Novels – I have copies of all the novels we’ll use, but feel free to purchase your own so you can take notes in it.  Kindle versions work just as well. 
MAJOR READING:

· Summer:

· The Jungle by Upton Sinclair

· A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

· 1st Quarter:

· Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

· 2nd Quarter:

· The Odyssey by Homer

· Various poems and figurative language

· 3rd Quarter:

· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

· Various short stories and short story elements

· 4th Quarter:

· To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee

· Lord of the Flies by William Golding

EXPECTATIONS:
· Students will come to class with all materials every single day.

· Students will come ready to learn and not distract others from learning.

· No food in the classroom.  
· Drinks are fine, but with a lid that closes so it doesn’t spill.

· Bathroom breaks will be on your time only.  Never during a lecture or presentation. 

· Stay in your seats unless instructed otherwise.  If you need to sharpen a pencil or throw something out, this is done on your time only.  Never during a lecture or presentation.  That’s both rude and distracting.

· Respect yourself, me, this classroom, and your fellow students.  We’re all here to learn and this will be a safe learning environment for everyone.
· Be on time.  Any tardies will result in a phone call/email home unless accompanied by a pass from another teacher. 
· I expect your work done on time and of high quality.

· No name papers, against my better judgment, will be kept in the orange bin on the front table.  It is your responsibility to search through it.  This bin will be emptied each month or whenever I feel like it.

GRADING:  SEE HANDBOOK for official grade breakdown.
**Tests/quizzes – Point value will vary based on the number of questions.

**Assignments – I try to keep everything around the same point value unless it’s a bigger project. Distribution of points will be equal among questions unless otherwise stated. 

--I expect your handwriting to be legible.  Means write neat and write big enough that I can see.  I will take points off for this!!


--I shouldn’t have to say this, but use paragraphs in your writing. I will automatically mark you down to a 50% for the assignment if you turn in one giant block of writing. 
**ABSENCES AND MISSING WORK – It is YOUR responsibility to get work from when you were absent.  I’ve created a website that will list the day’s work.  IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO CHECK THAT WEBSITE!!

--If you miss a day of school, you have one day to make the work up.

--Anything you turn in after that will be graded at 50% of the total value.  If it’s a month old, I’ll erase the “missing” but you’ll keep the zero. 
Do not come to me the week before grades are due to see what you can do to bring up your grade.  My response: nothing!!  Do your work on time!!
ELECTRONICS:

· Don’t bring them.  

· You DO NOT need to text anyone during class.

· Emergency?  You can’t drive so parents still have to go through the office.  They’ll call me and you’ll go.

· Ipods?  Why?  Seriously.  Whether it helps you concentrate or not, it stays gone.
MY BIGGEST PROBLEMS?  --- Glad you asked!

1. RUDENESS – Don’t be rude to each other.  We will joke around, tease, and have fun at times, but don’t say something just because you feel you need to berate others.  The goal of this classroom is to explore all ideas from all perspectives.  That may mean something you don’t agree with.  Open your mind.

2. DO NOT GO THROUGH MY STUFF – You need something?  Ask.  
3. COPYING/CHEATING – Sure, you may not get caught all the time, but if you do get caught, the assignment is an automatic zero with a comment on PowerSchool that your parents will be able to see.  If you choose this path, maybe Honors English isn’t the right place for you.
CONTACT INFO:
Phone: 480-664-5532
Email: jsunshine@fhacademics.org
Website: www.jsunonline.weebly.com
